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NOTHING WASTED

James 1:2-4 - Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. For
you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow, so let it grow. For when your

endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete needing nothing.

We can not really know the depth of our character until we are challenged with tough times. Being somewhat
transparent, from 2013 to 2017 was one of the roughest times of my life. There were many times where I asked
God why me? I'serve, I give, I try to live right so why then am I going through this? His answer was found in the
verse above. I learned that the spiritual, emotional and even the physical endurance of a person are born from tested
faith. AsIapproached the one year anniversary of the passing my son just four days after Christmas 2016, God

spoke a word to me that I want to share with you.

Simply put, THERE WILL BE NOTHING WASTED! What does that mean exactly? Just that we all have had
difficult times and there is nothing to say that we won't experience challenges going forward. But I want you to
know that every difficulty, every challenge, everything that the devil and man have tried to throw at you, God is

going to use it for your betterment and for HIS glory.

We have to get our mind around the fact that our experiences while we are trying to figure out how to deal with
what is going on, the whole while and usually unbeknown to us, give us a foundation to be able to encourage
someone else. To tell them if T made it, you can make it, just keep trusting. To allow your faith to be expressed in

such a way that it makes someone say who maybe isn't a believer, "Tknow that this God that you speak of is real."

As we continue to navigate 2020, despite all that has gone on we must remind ourselves that God kept us in spite
of itand that my friends is a reason to rejoice. So as the text says continue to keep the faith, let your endurance
grow and remember that not one bit of any of it will be wasted. Ibelieve God has great things in store for HIS

people this year, so let's focus, pray, live life and Go make God famous.


https://j330life.blogspot.com/2016/12/nothing-wasted.html

The Breakthrough Process

Mark 8:22-25 NIV - They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch him.
23 He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village. When he had spit on the man’s eyes and put
his hands on him, Jesus asked, “Do you see anything?” 24 He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like trees
walking around.” 25 Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was

restored, and he saw everything clearly.

In the Book of Mark Chapter 8 Jesus performed the miracle of healing a man who was blind. In fact the story goes
that Jesus actually touched the man twice before his site was fully restored. This puzzled
me because I wondered why did Jesus have to touch the man a second time before he could see clearly? I mean after

all He is Jesus right.

No sooner than this question crossed my mind, the answer occurred to me. It was not that the miracle was too
difficult for Jesus but rather Jesus simply chose to do it in stages or in other words there was a process. Each step

building to the next until finally there is a breakthrough.

Just like the blind man we have to accept and be patient with the process God uses to bring us out of our situations.

We must understand first that God never leaves His work undone. We need look no further than the creation story to

find evidence of this fact. Simply put God did not rest until everything was "good.” Secondly, even when we
find ourselves going though the same thing as someone else, our process may be different because there is a

different lesson that we are to learn.

Our lesson here, although the process may be slow, there is one thing for certain, if we allow God to lead the

way it will always end with us being able to see clearly.
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A Farmers Life

The life of a farmer I would imagine is very structured. Most likely because they know that not only how they plant
is important but what and at what time are equally important. They live alife based on the principle of sowing and
reaping, If we think about it, our ownlives also operate by this same principle whether we realize it or not. In

Galatians 6:7 the bible says "do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.”

The Apostle Paul here in the first half of the chapter outlines 10 simple rules for our christian duty and guidance
for everydayliving. Here in verse seven we find something that has been quoted to children by parents for decades
oratleast it was at my house. Itis so simple yet we often find ourselves confused by some of the outcomes we get.

We often fail to realize the results that we got are connected to the seeds we planted.

If a farmer plants melons, they WILL NOT get apples EVER. So if we plant bitterness we can not expect to get love.
We must remember that the bible says that "life and death are in the power of the tongue. So with that being the case

let us make a true effort to only plant that which we want to see come back to us.

The key to doing this can be found in the life of the farmer and the principles they live by in order to be successful.
Diligence, hard work and being proactive are all staples that help them position themselves to achieve the desired
results and should also be part of our foundation of character. Remember, the outcomes that we get are adirect

result of the seeds that do or do not sow.
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